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READING COMPREHENSION 


Skill 4: FIND “UNSTATED” DETAILS 

You will sometimes be asked in the Reading Comprehension section of the TOEFL test to 
find an answer that is not stated or not mentioned or not true in the passage. This type of 
question really means that three of the answers are stated, mentioned, or true in the passage, 
while one answer is not. Your actual job is to find the three correct answers and then 
choose the letter of the one remaining answer. 

You should note that there are two kinds of answers to this type of question: (1) there 
are three true answers and one answer that is not discussed in the passage, or (2) there 
are three true answers and one that is false according to the passage. 


Example 

The passage: 

In English there are many different kinds of expressions that 
people use to give a name to anything whose name is unknown or 
momentarily forgotten. The word gadget is one such word. It was 
Line first used by British sailors in the 1850s and probably came from 
(5) the French word gachette, which was a small hook. In everyday use, 

the word has a more general meaning. Other words are also used to 
give a name to something unnamed or unknown, and these words 
tend to be somewhat imaginative. Some of the more commonly 
used expressions are a what-dye-call-it, a whatsis, a thingamahob, a 
(10) thingamajig, a doodad, or a doohickey. 

The questions: 

1. Which of the following is NOT true about the word "gadget”? 

(A) It is used to name something when the name is not 

known. 

(B) It was used at the beginning of the nineteenth century. 

(C) It most likely came from a word in the French language. 

(D) Its first known use was by British sailors. 

2. Which of the following is NOT mentioned in the passage as 
an expression for something that is not known? 

(A) A thingamahob 

(B) k gadget 

(C) A doohickey 

(D) A what-is-it 


The first question asks for the one answer that is not true, so three of the answers are true 
and one answer is not. Answer (B) is the one answer that is not true: the word gadget was 
first used in 1850, which is the middle of the nineteenth century, so answer (B) is the best 
answer. Answer (A) is true according to the second line of the paragraph; answer (C) is 
true according to the fourth and fifth lines of the paragraph; answer (D) is true accord¬ 
ing to the fourth line of the paragraph. 

The second question asks for the one answer that is not mentioned, so three of the an¬ 
swers are listed in the passage and one is not. Since a thingamahob, a gadget, and a doohickey 
are listed in the passage, answers (A), (B), and (C) are incorrect. However, a what-is-it is 
not listed in the passage, so answer (D) is the best answer to this question. 
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